FAQ: Protesting Property Taxes

1. What is a property tax protest? A property tax protest is a formal challenge you make
against the assessed value of your property, which in turn affects the amount of property taxes
you owe. You typically argue that the assessed value is too high and should be reduced.

2. Why would | want to protest my property taxes? You might protest if you believe your
property has been assessed at a higher value than its actual market value, leading to higher
taxes than you think you should pay. Lowering the assessed value can reduce your property tax
bill.

3. When can | file a property tax protest? There are specific deadlines for filing a protest,
which vary by jurisdiction. In many places in the U.S., the deadline is around May 15th or 30
days after you receive your notice of assessed value. Check with your local tax assessor’s office
for exact dates.

4. How do I file a property tax protest? The process generally involves:

e Reviewing Your Assessment: Obtain a copy of your property’s assessment and
compare it to similar properties.

e Gathering Evidence: Collect evidence such as recent sales data of comparable
properties, photographs, and repair estimates.

e Submitting a Protest: File a formal protest with your local appraisal district or board of
review, often by filling out a specific form or providing a written statement.

e Attending a Hearing: You may need to attend a hearing where you present your case.

5. What evidence should | provide? Strong evidence might include:

Recent sales data of comparable properties (comps).

Appraisals from certified appraisers.

Photographs highlighting any issues or conditions affecting the property.
Evidence of recent repairs or renovations that affect property value.

6. Can | appeal if my protest is denied? Yes, if your initial protest is denied, you usually have
the option to appeal. This process may involve a higher level of review or even legal action
depending on your jurisdiction’s procedures.

7. Is there a cost to protest property taxes? Typically, there is no cost to file a protest, but if
you hire a professional appraiser or tax consultant, there may be fees involved.

8. Can | protest my taxes if I'm happy with my property’s condition but think the
assessment is too high? Yes, you can protest based on the belief that the assessed value is
not reflective of current market conditions, regardless of the property’s condition.



9. How long does the protest process take? The process can vary. After filing, it might take a
few weeks to a few months to receive a decision. If you appeal, this can extend the timeline.

10. What happens if | win my protest? If your protest is successful, your property’s assessed
value will be adjusted downward, which can reduce your property tax bill for that year. The
reduction might also affect future assessments.

11. Can | protest my property taxes every year? Yes, you can protest every year if you
believe the assessed value is incorrect. However, it's important to assess each year’s
assessment and evidence carefully.

12. Should I hire a professional to help with my protest? It can be helpful, especially if your
case is complex or if you're not comfortable navigating the process on your own. Property tax
consultants and attorneys can provide expertise and represent you in hearings.

13. How can | prevent over-assessment in the future? Regularly review your property’s
assessment and market value. Keep records of any changes to your property’s condition and
market trends. Engaging in periodic reviews and maintaining updated records can help in future
assessments.

If you have specific questions related to your jurisdiction, contacting your local tax assessor’s
office



